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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Psalm 105:1-6 “Oh give thanks to 
the LORD; call upon his name; make 
known his deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of 
all his wondrous works! … Remember 
the wondrous works that he has done, 
his miracles, … his chosen ones!”

God has been trying to teach me a 
lot this year. We encountered our 
1st summer without Capt. Budd. We 
worked hard to increase camper 
numbers with difficulty and a small 
collegiate staff.  We had significantly 
increased costs for food, gas and 
building supplies. I needed wisdom 
and help in all sorts of ways this spring 
and summer…But God! He is constant 
and He knows our needs. Praise Him 
for His provisions. The things we see 
as obstacles, challenges, and road 
blocks, God has in store for me and 
my staff to grow and become more 
like Him. How often do I look at 
challenges from God’s perspective: as 
opportunities for growth!

God has placed me in situations 
where I have an opportunity to grow 
in my godly character, improve in my 
leadership and teaching skills, and 
continue to learn how to serve the 
King and not my own agenda at NF 
and at home. I am truly grateful for 

these opportunities, many of which I 
am able to see and gladly step into. 
Still, I can’t always see God’s intention 
because of my sinful nature and 
selfishness. Often, it’s not until the 
storm is raging or perhaps at times 
after the storm that God has allowed 
me clarity to see His intentions of 
making me more mature and complete 
through a trial I’ve been through. God 
has proven Himself many times over 
this spring, summer, and into the fall. 
His mercies have indeed been new 
every morning. Praise Him!

When boys come to Northern Frontier 
Camp it is my hope and prayer that 
they too would experience growing 
in godly character, growing in their 
leaderships/outdoor skills, and 
developing a love of serving God. At 
camp, this looks different then back 
home. It should! We “get to” (God’s 
divine appointments) meet with the 
boys in the outdoors, have adventures, 
take time from worldly distractions 
and focus on directing our hearts 
towards our Creator. 

At Camp, growth opportunities look 
like getting along with your cabin 
mates (the ones different than you), 
struggling through pitching a tent in 
the rain, burning your first try at dinner 

or dropping it in the dirt, struggling on 
a rock climb, getting stuck in “irons” 
when sailing, or not passing the swim 
test. Other opportunities look like 
worshiping Jesus in song and prayer, 
reaching the top of the mountain, 
setting another cabin’s table for a 
meal, making new friends, praying 
for others, successfully lighting a fire 
with one match, and having multiple 
opportunities to be salt and light to 
those that haven’t grasped the Gospel. 

You see it is through Christ-centered 
community living that we can grow 
in godly character, gain skills, and 
learn to serve. It is in growing through 
challenges, adversities, and trials while 
under the leadership of our godly staff 
that is the best place for your son/s to 
be every summer. With younger and 
older men teaching them about God 
using the great outdoors. And this 
goal is not over when camp ends. The 
goal for you and I is to carry on living 
for God and use what we have learned 
from God’s Word, our parents, our 
home church, and Northern Frontier 
Camp throughout the year. May you 
and I give up of ourselves to Christ 
and His work, however he sees fit, and 
in His timing in our communities back 
home. Praise Him for His promises and 
what He has done.



LEGACY Campaign Update

In 2019 we started The LEGACY 
Campaign, no one could have predicted 
the year that was to follow. We 
kicked the campaign off with some 
announcements and mailings with 
the focus on building relationships, 
improving our program, renovating our 
facilities.  Then we blinked and we were 
off to staffing and planning for the 
summer of 2019. That took center stage 
up till September 2019. By Dec 2019 the 
LEGACY campaign fund had $40,000. 
Share and thank Him!

In October of 2019 we began mapping 
out plans, dates, and programs for the 
following year only to be hit with the 
COVID pandemic in March of 2020. 
That was hard on all of us in many 
ways so NF decided that, while we 
still believed in the campaign, pushing 
it during this time was not prudent. 
Despite this “pause”, by the end of 
2020 some faithful LEGACY donors 
had raised the total to $80,000. Share 
and thank Him!

As we moved into 2021 summer 
prep there was much concern about 
when the state would provide their 
guidelines. As we guessed, it was near 
the final hour and another faith testing, 
waiting time. We aligned ourselves 
with the state requirements for our 
operating permit in order to open in 
2021. It was such a blessing to be back 
together on property again in 2021, We 
were able to move to 60% capacity and 
had no COVID19 cases that summer. 
Again, we decided to continue to 
“pause” the LEGACY campaign push 
for the time being. Despite this, by the 
end of 2021, our loyal LEGACY donors 

brought the total to $185,000. Share 
and thank Him!

As we planned for the summer of 2022, 
we hoped to continue to increase 
camper numbers. We gathered in 
April at Camp Shiloh to honor the 
godly legacy of Capt. Budd Smith 
and many other men who modeled 
godly character to campers over 
the years. We prayed over the staff 
as they planned for their summers, 
not yet knowing who they would 
be. And then we all came arrived at 
NF for the summer!  While numbers 
did not rebound quite to the level 
we hoped, the ministry was strong 
and God provided just enough staff 
and volunteers to make the summer 
a success. With the 2022 year still 
not over, the Legacy campaign has 
raised $400,000 (just under 20% of 
the campaign goal) for our LEGACY 
campaign fund in total. Share and 
thank Him!

For 2023 we have decided to embark 
once again on the Legacy campaign! 
However, due to many changes over the 
past few years as well as significantly 
increased building costs currently, we 
plan to split the building of the new 
NF Lodge into Stage 2 and 3. Stage 2 
will entail a new Archery range, new 
garage, and renovation of our current 
garage to NF Store and Staff Lounge, 
and the pouring of a foundation and 
shell of NF Lodge to protect the 
foundation through the winter. Stage 
3 is where alumni work crews and 
supporting churches will help us finish 
the inside. With prices for supplies and 
materials skyrocketing we wanted to 
focus on main area camp renovations 
that will benefit our immediate campers 
and staff NOW while still moving 

forward at a slower pace with the NF 
Lodge build. We thank you for your 
support and prayers! We are so grateful 
for all who give toward the LEGACY 
campaign to see NF continue to build 
relationships year-round with campers/
staff/alumni through improved facilities, 
and strong programs and staff for the 
next 50 years, for the next generation 
of men! Our world is in desperate need 
of godly men and God has been using 
NF to train up boys to men just for that. 
Share and thank Him!



June 24 (Sat lunch) - July 1– Stockade/Battalion (Week 1)  

June 24 – July 1 – Explorer Trip #1

June 24 – July 1 Volunteer Trail Work Team (adult men 18yrs 
old)

July 1 (Sat lunch) - July 8 – Stockade/Battalion (Week 2)

July 1–8 – Fishing Trip

July 1-8 – CORE Training Session #1

July 1-4, 5-8 – Tree Climber Session A and B

July 8 (Sat lunch) - July 15 – Stockade/Battalion (Week 3)

July 8–15 - 46er Trip #1

July 8–15 – Explorer Trip #2 (not public, run if first one fills 
up)

July 8-15 – CORE Training Session #1 (con’t)

July 8-11, 12-15 – Tree Climber Session A and B

July 8-11 – F/S Canoe Trip

July 15 (Sat lunch)-July 22 – Stockade/Battalion (Week 4)

July 15-22 – 46er Trip #1(con’t)

July 15-22 - Kayak Trip

July 15-18, 19-22 – Tree Climber Session A and B

July 15-18 – F/S Canoe Trip (not public, run if first one fills 
up)

July 22 (Sat lunch)-July 29 – Stockade/Battalion (Week 5)

July 22-29 - Rock Climbing Trip

July 22-29 – CORE Training Session #2

July 22-25, 26-29 – Tree Climber Session A and B

July 22-25 – F/S Fishing Trip

July 29 (Sat lunch) - Aug 5 – Week 6 

July 29-Aug 5 – CORE Training Session #2(con’t)

July 29–Aug 5 - Stockade Endeavor 1.0 (ages 10-11yrs old)

July 29–Aug 5 – Battalion Endeavor 2.0 (ages 12-13yrs old)

July 29–Aug 5 – Mtn. Trip in High Peaks

Aug 5 – 12 (Sat lunch) – Week 7

August 5 (Sat lunch) – Aug 8 - F/S 8yrs and up (Sat-Tues), 

Aug 9 (Sat Lunch) - Aug 12 - F/S 12yrs and up (Wed-Sat)

Ways to Partner with  
Northern Frontier Camp

LEGACY What We Have Done

$736,000.00

$200,000.00

The LEGACY Campaign 
Stage 2 Goal 

Stage 1 of LEGACY

$35,000 – 3 New Lean-tos / Bridge 
work

$30,000 – Purchased used Front-end 
Loader for LEGACY projects

$25,000 – New Rifle and Trap Range

$25,000 – 3 New High Rope Elements

$5,000 – Climbing Tower Care and lift 
machine rental for staining

$5,000 – Caretakers bathroom 
renovation

$15,000 – NF Lodge (permit, drawings 
and ground prep, storage unit)

$5,000 – Equipment rental 

$66,000 – Purchased new Excavator 
for LEGACY projects

$7,000 – Purchased 2 storage 
containers to improve Garage 
storage/location

$3,000 – Niabi Lodge well work

$2,000 – Assorted supplies (lumber/
stone/dirt/fuel) - 2022

$2,000 – Assorted supplies (lumber/
stone/dirt/fuel) - 2021

$1,500 – Archery range piers

$4,000 – Vehicle purchase/trade in  
Rav 4 

$203,500 Total Spent

• Watershed turned into New Garage

• Watershed addition for water system

• New Archery Range built

• New roof for renovated Watershed

• New roof for existing Garage

• Current Garage renovated to NF Store 
/ Staff Lounge

• Build foundation/shell of NF Lodge

What LEGACY Projects  
are Next?

NF Summer Programs 2023 Mark Your Calendars REGISTRATION begins December 15th!!!

• Prayer

• Regularly give to our General Fund

• Make a donation to LEGACY 
campaign 

• Volunteer Work Weekends in Spring 
and Fall (dates coming soon)

• Volunteer on staff for a week in the 
summer

• Join our NFC Prayer Net Team

• Promote what God has done in your 
life, and your son’s lives through 
Northern Frontier to new families

NF Giving QR Code



SUMMER ADDRESS
Northern Frontier Camp
P.O. Box 295
North River, NY 12856
Office: (518) 251-2322

OFF-SEASON ADDRESS
Chris Studley, NF Director
38 Cadwallader Court
Yardley, PA 19067
(215) 493-2995

www.northernfrontier.org
NORTHERN
FRONTIER

BAND OF BROTHERS

Capt. Chris Studley, Director
cstudley@northernfrontier.org

I recently visited The Good Shepherd Mission in 
Patterson, NJ. At The Good Shepherd Mission, men live 
together in bunk rooms much like camp. They study 
God’s Word, work, cook, clean, play, and worship, while 
serving and supporting the mission. For years now, one 
of our previous NF Board members has been working 
with this mission and every fall in September he and the 
men from the mission come up to Northern Frontier to 
do volunteer work and have a spiritual retreat. Almost 
all of these men have no experience swimming in a lake, 
seeing 90ft water falls, seeing a sky full of stars, hiking 
a trail, or catching a rainbow trout. This is an amazing 
experience for these men, one where evidence of God in 
creation just screams out. 

The men in the mission have lived lives where they have 
suffered significant consequences of their sin. Often that 
has left them homeless, estranged from family, in jail, and 
with very little hope. I met them up at NF this September 
under some challenging circumstances. When I arrived, 
I was told by their leader that several of them wanted to 
publicly show that they wanted to love and serve God by 
getting baptized. What a blessing to hear this!

Through the hardship of their time at camp, 7 men that 
were living at the Good Shepherd Mission asked to be 
baptized. Praise God!  One of their volunteer leaders and 
spiritual mentor invited us all to the waterfront and there 
he prayed over the men one by one as he baptized each 
man. During my time with them, I got to share in their 

new found joy, and celebrate with them God’s goodness 
and faithfulness over meals, morning devotions, and a 
campfire! Pray that these men are able to be a “Band of 
Brothers” for each other. Pray that they would spur each 
other on to love and good deeds.

All of us need a band of brothers, men that will pick us 
up when we fall, sharpen us when needed, encourage 
us through prayer, and speak God’s truth in love to us 
in good times and challenging times. I pray this group 
you see pictured above shows you that NF is ministering 
to more than just campers. We are also providing 
opportunities for men to know God, experience God, 
love God, and develop lifelong friendships (a “Band 
of Brothers”). Those events where men can walk 
alongside each other to encourage in their faith are: 
work weekends, alumni retreats, NF promotional events, 
summer staff, Zoom calls, and prayer. While at times it 
seems our world is falling apart, what a blessing for us 
God-fearing boys and men to surround ourselves with 
the truth and a “Band of Brothers” that support us in the 
cause of Christ. A group of God-fearing men is a force to 
be reckoned with and can accomplish much with Christ 
at the center. Celebrate and praise God for what he 
continues to do at Northern Frontier Camp!

Stay Bright and Keen for Christ!

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 – “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help 
the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can 
one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”


